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This year is an incredible milestone as Ndinawemaaganag Endaawaad Inc. celebrates 25 years!
Over these past twenty-five years, we have grown from an emergency shelter to a multi-site organization
offering a continuum of resources aimed at improving the social, economic and personal prospects of
Indigenous youth. This growth has been a direct response to the voices, stories and dreams of the countless
numbers of Indigenous youth who have trusted us in their life journey at times when they have been most
vulnerable.
We have been incredibly blessed to have the support of our youth, community, partners and funders though the
years who have supported the growth and development of the organization. Whether they were part of a short
term project or have been with us since the start, we gratefully acknowledge the support of each and every one.
We thank all the many volunteers, employees and board members that have help shaped the organization.
Today we acknowledge those celebrating milestone anniversaries with us, Genevieve Bauer, Robin Eastman and
Carlos Mojica-Rojas celebrating 5 years , and Kate Ollinik celebrating 10 years with Chu Manitou Tanka Oyati
Tipi.
The past twenty five years have been an incredible journey. There have been times of successes and celebrations
and there have been times of challenges and loss. Throughout it all, we have remained true to the values and
philosophy inherent in our name, “our relatives home”; embracing the highs and lows together as family.

Ndinawemaaganag Endaawaad is excited to celebrate 2019, our twenty-fifth year of operation. For twenty-five
years Ndinawe has been providing emergency services for community youth seeking shelter and safety and I am
proud to be apart of that family. Seeing the growth and success of the community while tackling the multiple
barriers and real issues we face.
This year Ndinawe has supported several projects with partners and community. The Wahkohtowin
(Strengthening Families Program) is in year three of providing mentorship and support for community families.
Ndinawe’s Ode zhigo Ode (Heart to Heart) program is in the process of creating an Indigenous-designed, youthled, teen dating violence prevention curriculum for schools and community. And Ndinawe wrapped up the Here
and Now – The Winnipeg Plan to End Youth Homelessness program.
Operations at our new location of 650 Burrows is in full swing with youth accessing the housing, skills,
and systems navigator mentors. We are also proud to have our thirteenth class of the Child and Youth Care
Certificate Program graduating out of our new space.
I would like to take the time to thank everyone involved in moving our community forward. Youth, staff,
volunteers and funders all have a hand in providing the best outcomes for our community. It has been an honor
to serve on the Ndinawe board with such great people. I would like to thank Lesley Beardy, Carla Kirkpatrick,
Damon Johnston, Betty Edel, Debra Diabaldo, staff rep Kayla Stubbs and outgoing board member Kerri Johnson
for all of their efforts.
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Ndinawe Safe House is a safe place for youth ages 11 to 17. Youth can self-refer and do not need
to be in care of Child and Family Services. Ndinawe Safe House provides shelter for up to 16
youth, both female and male. Youth can be admitted for a variety of reasons such as parent/teen
conflict, placement break down, living on the streets, being at risk of abuse or sexual exploitation.
Youth who reside with us, we address their immediate needs such as clothing, making appointments
to see the doctor, dentist as well as the optometrist. While here we encourage our youth to go
back to school or work or get them into programs available to them. One of our challenges is
youth who are about to turn 18, we work with them in securing a place to live once they turn 18
years of age or on their behalf advocate for them in securing housing.
Ndinawe Safe House is a place where our youth can live in a positive and safe environment, where
their voices will be heard. We advocate and arrange meetings for youth to address any concerns
they may have and are important to them.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has offered us support whether it be
volunteering, donations from individuals, schools, agencies and corporations, I can’t even begin
to thank you for your support and friendship.
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Our transitional home is offered to youth that want to live and be in a supportive environment
to prepare themselves to live successfully on their own. Our program was designed for youth
between the ages of 16 – 17 years of age. During their involvement in the program they are able
to reside with us so they can gain the skills needed to be successful.
The program aims to empower youth in a safe and caring environment in which residents can
explore and enhance their mental, physical, emotional and spiritual well being.
Second stage has celebrated many successes this past year with having 2 youth graduate and
receive their high school diplomas and have continued to go on to post secondary training. 3
youth have graduated from the program and are beginning their next steps on their journey.
Having the commitment from the youth we can continue to support them in achieving their
goals. We are always changing our programming to meet the of the youth in not only our program
but in the community as well.
We would like to thank the community for all their support in helping our youth succeed and
empowering them to take control of the goals and making their dreams come true. We wish them
all the best on their journey going forward.
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Ndinawe’s Child and Youth Care Certificate Program has started our 13th year and we are
honoured to part of the Ndinawe family.
There are now 105 graduates of this program that are certified Child and Youth Care Practitioners
through Red River College and over 24 that have gone on to complete their full diplomas and
another 7 individuals that have gone on to University.
Our program’s graduates work in group homes, as outreach workers, youth justice workers and
as CYC’s in the school system. We are so proud of our graduates and the work they do to directly
help the youth in our community by bringing their lived experiences and education to their work.
Whole families are changed as a result of mom or dad receiving a college education. Generational
cycles of poverty, violence and low levels of education are interrupted by the hard work and
dedication of each student. There are now over 300 children whose parents have graduated and
now have new choices and opportunities due to their hard work and success in this program.
Our staff and all of Ndinawe are so proud of all that each of our students has accomplished.

In 2019 we...
moved our programming into the new 650
Burrows building giving families a quiet, safe
and peaceful space to bond.

helped 10 big and small families to build
stronger relationships.

involved community knowledge keepers and
Grandmothers and Grandfathers to increase
cultural knowledge and help families create
mindfulness.

Accompanied families on outings including
spending time on the land.

Had the honor of supporting families on their
journeys forward.
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Here and Now: The Winnipeg Plan to End Youth Homelessness reflects the unique partnership
between dozens of Winnipeg agencies and stakeholders working to develop strategic partnership
agreements, structures, and accountability frameworks to reduce and end youth homelessness in
Winnipeg.
The goal of the project is to reduce and end youth homelessness in Winnipeg by implementing
an innovative framework based on the principles and values of reconciliation through the
development of strategic partnerships between service organizations, funders, youth, and private
sector stakeholders.
It is envisioned that Winnipeg will have a network of ‘hubs’
across the city that provide a full-spectrum of supports and
services to prevent and address youth homelessness. There
are non-profit organizations already providing safe spaces
to youth, however they did not meet regularly nor have the
full range of services envisioned. These organizations include
Ndinawemaaganag Endaawaad Inc. (Ndinawe), the Spence
Neighbourhood Association’s West End 24/7 (WE 24/7), and
Rossbrook House.
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